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*These activities cover a range of grade levels from 4-8.  Feel free to adapt any of them to make them 

appropriate for your grade level and students’ abilities. 
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 The play opens with Mrs. Granger, an elderly, distinguished teacher, grading 

papers when the mail arrives.  She is informed by the superintendent that a permanent, 

million dollar trust fund for college scholarships has been set up in her honor.  Mrs. 

Granger passes it off as a trick until she learns that the fund was established by a former 

student of hers, Nicholas Allen. 

 The play then flashes back to over ten years ago when Nick was starting fifth 

grade at Lincoln Elementary School.  He and several of his friends were dismayed to 

find that their language arts teacher was to be the dreaded Mrs. Granger, who was 

notorious for her long homework assignments.  Nick responded rather coolly, however, 

because he was known throughout his class as the “idea man”, who could invent ways 

to get everyone out of class work.  Everyone was still reeling from his bug stunt last 

year which involved turning the thermostat up and dumping sand all over the classroom 

to create a beach party.  The class was so busy cleaning up, there was never an 

opportunity to do any work, or even to receive a homework assignment.  All the kids in 

Nick’s language arts last year were more than confident that Nick would come up with 

something just as good this time. 

 In the last moments of class, after Mrs. Granger had finished her lecture on the 

importance of words and their definitions, and just before she was about to sentence the 

entire class to what was sure to be the longest homework assignment ever, Nick’s hand 

shot into the air.  He’d come up with the perfect question to keep Mrs. Granger talking 

well past the ring of the bell:  “Where do words come from?” 

 Mrs. Granger was not taking the bait, though, and she took this opportunity to 

allow Nick to teach the class, himself.  Nick was to research his own question and write 

up a report, in addition to the homework that was assigned to the rest of the class. 

 This proved to be the beginning of Nick’s experiment with words, as well as his 

power struggle with Mrs. Granger over what constituted a “real word” in the first place.  

It was then that Nick decided to create a new word to replace “pen”:  Frindle.  The feud 

between Nick and Mrs. Granger then spread over the whole school, then the town, then 

throughout the entire country.  The struggle went on and on, with neither conceding 

until finally Nick’s new word was printed in the latest edition of the dictionary. 

 By the play’s end, we find that Mrs. Granger not only taught Nick about the 

importance of words and their origins, but also about having the courage to stand up for 

himself when he faced opposition.  In the final moments of the play, Nick thanks Mrs. 

Granger for the lessons, and, as a token of his gratitude, offers her a gift that she can call 

by any name she chooses. 
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